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W, a U.S. resident on December 31, 1981, is married to H, a nonresident alien. W and H make the section 
6013(g) election and file joint returns for 1981 and succeeding years. On January 10, 1987, W becomes a 
nonresident alien. H has remained a nonresident alien. W and H may file a joint return or separate returns for 
1987. As neither W or H is a U.S. resident at any time during 1988, their election is suspended for 1988. If W 
and H have U.S. source or foreign source income effectively connected with the conduct of a U.S. trade or 
business in 1988, they must file separate returns as nonresident aliens. W becomes a U.S. resident again on 
January 5, 1990. Their election no longer is in suspense. Income from sources within and without the United 
States received by W or H in the years their election is not suspended must be included in gross income for 
each taxable year.

Reg. 1.6013-6(c),
Example 3

6013(g) Election Suspended 
During Intervening NRA Years

Individual H
(NRA)

Wife Husband

1981

Timeline

1982-1987 1988-1989

Election

Must file jointly.  

H & W are taxed in 
the US on their 

worldwide income.

Can file jointly or 
separately.

H & W are taxed in 
the US on their 

worldwide income.

If required to file US 
tax returns, must 

file separately.

Once the election is made, H & 
W are treated as residents of the 
US for purposes of chapters 1, 

5, and 24 and sections 6012, 
6013, 6072, and 6091 of the 

Code for the entire taxable year.

SpousesIndividual W
(US resident)

Election suspendedElection in effect

1990 and beyond

Election in effect

Can file jointly or 
separately.

H & W are taxed in 
the US on their 

worldwide income.

(W NRA years)

W was a US 
resident for 1981 to 
1987, an NRA from 
1988 to 1989, and 

again a US resident 
starting in 1990.


